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C

umberland 47 LC
Traditional motor
boats had better
look out

F

urther optimised and
even more comfortable, the Cumberland 47
LC motor catamaran maintains excellent nautical qualities, coupled with an
almost unequalled range:
the oceans are within reach
of its bows.
Text: Emmanuel van Deth
Photos:Jacques Vapillon
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Fountaine Pajot has believed in motor catamarans since
2000. And the builder has taken advantage of a certain hesitation of its major competitor, Lagoon, in this niche. The
motor range (Power 43, then Power 44) of the world’s leading catamaran builder was in fact sidelined six years ago, to
ensure production of the Hybrid range. But it seems from
certain rumours that Lagoon’s motor catamarans will soon
be returning in force, with a 62-footer which is currently
being designed. But shhh, it’s still a secret!
For its part, Fountaine Pajot is succeeding brilliantly in gaining a clear advantage, with a range of three models of catamaran designed specifically for use under power. The most
recent is the Cumberland 47 LC, presented at the Multihull
Boat Show in La Grande Motte. This Cumberland is well-
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known to motor boat lovers, as it is derived from the venerable 44, launched
in...2001! At the time, it joined, as flagship, the Greenland 34 and the Maryland
37. 110 examples later, it gained a bit of
length to become the 46. We were now
in 2010, the year Fountaine Pajot decided
to work on its Cumberland again. The
main idea was above all, a change of
direction in its marketing: the word trawler was dropped, as it is synonymous
with slow speed and a slightly soft character. And from an economic point of
view, it’s “too restrictive,” Steven
Guedeu, the company's marketing director, answers. “The trawler represents 150
million euros of the 140 billion that the 35
– 70 foot motor boat market represents,
just 5% of the market. Enter the Motor
Yacht range, whose latest addition is this
‘Long Cruise’! Two words which show
that the builder believes in luxury in
motor catamarans, and that it still
defends the very long range of its
models, whilst putting the accent on performance, which is clearly superior to that
of the traditional trawlers. The target of
this repositioning? The 'traditional’ motor
boats, with just one hull... The sledgehammer arguments? They are numerous.
Starting with the first of the motor cat’s
qualities, consumption, which is reduced
by 40 to 50%, thanks to underwater sections with less drag. “Until 2005,” Steve
points out, “our customers weren’t
bothered about fuel costs. Since then,
things have become more serious:
consumption is one of the first five questions they ask.” The cat’s second strong
point is reduced rolling in beam seas, and
at anchor. “When you take into account
the fact that the crew spends 90% of its
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time on the flybridge, which is inevitably
more sensitive to the boat’s movements,
and the cost of the stabilisers fitted to
motor launches, you can see the advantage of two hulls,” our skipper for the day
continued. The third advantage, wellknown to sailing cat enthusiasts, is the
separation of the functions, with a bridgedeck and huge, convivial exterior areas,
and hulls which offer real cabins where
privacy is not just theoretical. As for the
disadvantages often evoked concerning
sailing catamarans, here there are fewer.
The wide beam of sailing boats with two
hulls – essential for performance and stability – is here much narrower, almost
comparable to that of a traditional motor
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boat. All that remains is the price, which
is higher for the same length... But the 47
LC’s comfort is equivalent to that of a 6065 foot yacht.

SPEED OR LONG RANGE,
YOU HAVE TO CHOOSE
In the port of La Rochelle, despite a
strong crosswind, the Cumberland 47 LC
succeeded in easily extracting itself from
its berth. According to the builder’s
employees, there is no need to fit thrusters. Once in the channel, and past the
last buoy, I put the helm slightly to starboard and opened the throttles. With a
short chop on the nose, the 47 LC reached 23 knots – it will do 24 on flat water.
We were equipped with the most powerful propulsion option – 2 x 300 hp Volvos
– the two engines delivered as standard
are of 225 hp, which nevertheless allow it
to exceed 20 knots. Obviously, at over
3,500 rpm, consumption is around 100
litres per hour, offering a range of about
500 miles. If you slow down to the crui-
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: The Cumberland 47 LC reaches 24 knots on flat
water: a real motor boat with specially designed hulls.

2

: Aft cockpit, forward or flybridge; there is no lack of
areas dedicated to relaxing, both at sea and at anchor...

3

: This motor catamaran gives the longest range at 7
knots.

4

: The Cumberland is a true catamaran: as comfortable
at sea as at anchor.
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sing speed of 15 knots, the
consumption is already half of
this... But it is when you get
down to trawler speeds - we
really can't get away from them
easily – that the Cumberland
becomes really attractive, we
think. By staying at a little less
than 7 knots, you can succeed
in consuming just one litre per
mile, giving an exceptional range
of 2,400 miles. Because the tank
capacity, initially 1,600 litres, has
been increased to 2 x 1,200 litres.
Enough to cross an ocean! The
distance can be optimised further
by playing with the two engines:
with the wind and sea aft, you only
run one engine, the leeward one, to
ease the strain on the helm. The builder
is conscious of the importance blue
water cruising enthusiasts attach to this
possibility of crossing oceans: the
Cumberland 47 LC to be presented in a
few weeks at Cannes will have cruised
round Spain... without re-filling its tanks!
Note: the IPS system – with swivelling
pods – will allow the consumption to be
optimised by 10 to 15%, according to the
builder. The first model equipped with
this system is actually being finished.

A STEERING POSITION FOUR METRES
ABOVE THE SEA
The steering position on the flybridge is
very comfortable and attractive; perched
4 metres above the surface, the visibility
is optimal over 360°. An obvious ‘plus’
when manoeuvring. The small wheel is
of an exemplary smoothness; it is particularly easy and fast to turn from one
stop to the other. And one of the builder’s good ideas is to have provided a
slight ‘hard spot’, to indicate the neutral
point: practical! When you are going flat
out, the feeling is amazing, compared to
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a conventional motor boat: the turning
radius is larger and there is no heel.
Remember that for low-speed manoeuvres, we mainly play with the engines
(forward/astern) and not the rudders.
The wind and the very rare spray – we
were still flat out, remember – were efficiently deflected by the Perspex windscreen. Seats, table, sunbathing area,
mini galley (optional) – this flybridge is a
real terrace of almost 20m², with an
unobstructed view.
The boat’s behaviour with this short sea
on the nose was exemplary. The movements were surprisingly gentle and damped. Let’s look at the 47 LC’s famous
hulls in detail. They are of a marked Vshape, to pass through the waves gently.
The forward sections are slim, but have a
slight longitudinal step just above the
forefoot – which becomes more pronounced aft – to deflect the spray. Quite
marked inside, it gives a greater beam at
the level of the berths, whilst the stern
has significant volume. Finally, note the
considerable bridgedeck height, to limit
as far as possible the impacts from a
rough sea.
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The deck plan is of course nothing like
that of a conventional motor boat. The 47
LC offers an XXL-sized foredeck – equipped with a nice seat – and above all wide,
uncluttered side decks. Walk around the
deck of a conventional motor boat and
you will understand what we are talking
about... The windlass and its anchor gear
are sheltered in a huge, well-centred
locker. The handrails are formed by the
lower lip of the top of the coachroof. We
would have preferred stainless steel handrails, in the old style. But the rail fixed
to the elegant wooden handrail ensures
good safety. Lower down, under the
‘windows’, the very long coachroof sur-
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round unfortunately slopes too
much to be used as a seat...
This isn’t very serious, as there
are places to sit down everywhere, starting with the pulpit
seats nestling in the bows, the
well-equipped aft cockpit, with
its table – six people can eat
here, using four chairs and a
small galley – not forgetting the
two sugar scoop sterns.

INTERIOR ACCOMMODATION:
A MORE DYNAMIC DESIGN
Inside, the builder has stuck to
a classic layout for the accommodation. We therefore find
once again a huge central area
with generous glazed areas,
good 1.97m headroom, the
central control position matched with a chart table, the
U-shaped galley to port and the
saloon opposite.
The design has however developed, with respect to the
Cumberland 46: the rounded
furniture has disappeared,

replaced with more angular
shapes and leather edging. The
whole electrical installation is
now of the Multiplex type,
without wires. The saloon table
– a bit small at 51 x 103cm – is
adjustable. Ours had a stowage volume. A bigger (up to
75 x 130cm, the same size as
the cockpit table) and higher
top can be ordered. We noted
the presence of a joystick,
which replaces the traditional
helm, at the huge interior steering position. Three people can
sit there and there is another
settee to port. The view of the
exterior is perfect. It’s certainly
the perfect place from which to
steer the 47 LC in bad weather
or at night. The galley stretches
over the port side. A huge work
surface, lots of stowage, two
big 90 litre fridges – you will
feel as if you are at home, or
even better. In the hulls, there
are two possibilities: the
Quatuor version has four
cabins. The aft ones are the
most generous, with a 2x1.6 metre
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: Well protected from the spray, the steering position on the flybridge is
very comfortable...

6

: There is everything ‘upstairs’: steering position, terrace, table, and
even an optional small galley.

7

: 20 m² dedicated to the pleasure of being aboard: here is the flybridge…

8

: Wide side decks, large sugar scoops, the Cumberland is much more
comfortable than any traditional motor boat...

9

: The cockpit is perfectly protected by the fly bridge, and offers two
nice bathing platforms and access to the nacelle on the same level.

10

: The accommodation is comfortable and bright, with a very contemporary design.

11

: For night watches, or if the weather doesn’t allow you to use the
flybridge, the 47 LC can be steered from inside, using the joystick. Easy,
fun and...comfortable!

12

: The builder is offering two accommodation plans, with a four cabin
version, and a three cabin version with the port hull dedicated to the
owner.
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king-sized bed. As for the openings, we find once again the
famous ‘light shaft’ matched to a
circular deck hatch and a spectacular – new – lateral portlight
measuring 1.82 x 0.43m.
Although the headroom is very
comfortable – 2m – we kept getting caught on the door handle,
as the gangway is a bit narrow.
The same feeling in the toilets,
which are a bit tight. The forward
cabin is more classical, with a
1.4m wide mattress, a standard
format ashore.
Note that the cocoons which
protect the engines have allowed 4 decibels to be gained at
high revs: bravo! The Maestro
version reserves the whole port
hull for the owner. Here a real
bathroom and a desk await you.
For those who want to customize their boat, the builder will
listen: a crew cabin, an additional berth or a laundry can be
fitted.
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CONCLUSION
We have to admit that this 47 LC,
a direct descendant of the
Cumberland 44, which appeared
13 years ago, is a modern boat,
perfectly suited to the modern
way of cruising. Its two major
strong points are certainly its nautical qualities and the possibility of
realizing some very long passages, including the Atlantic, by
reducing the engine revs. The
builder’s aim is to impose the
motor catamaran as a competitor
to the conventional motor boat – a
bit like it has done with the sailing
catamaran compared to the
monohulls of 30 years ago. The
Cumberland 47 LC also represents a real alternative for ocean
cruising enthusiasts who are
bored – or tired – of handling sails.
And the possibility for those who
are discovering boating to gain
quicker access to the grail we are
all searching for – the discovery of
new far-off lands...

THE OPINION OF THE ARCHITECT,
MICHEL JOUBERT:
"The Cumberland 47 LC has been studied in
consultation with Fountaine Pajot’s R&D department, taking into account the product range
effect. It is not a case of just getting away from
the visual signature of the two smaller models.
The 47 has the widest range of use, with a long
range and the possibility of doing 24 knots. The
sailing catamaran’s hulls ‘rear up’ and slam quite
quickly, as they lack sufficient volume, a lateral
chine and too much wetted surface area. This is
all right with a boat which saturates at 12 knots,
with no pretentions to going faster. The
Cumberland has been designed for a range of
speeds of from 12 to 24 knots. Its forward sections
are slimmer, there is more volume aft, the boat is
narrower, because it doesn’t need the stability of
a sailing boat. In the motor catamaran field, we
are still 'in the fog', there is not the same expertise
as for monohulls. We were all very pleasantly surprised by the performance and handling of the
44 and 46, the previous versions. If it is being used
again, then the hull was successful! If I was doing
it again, it would be the same, I wouldn’t change
anything...”

T H E C O M PE T I TO R S
Model:
FlashCat 47
FLASH CATAMARANS
Builder:
Length:
13,50 m
2 x 350
Motors:
Price exc. VAT:
448,000 €

N Exceptional handling
at sea
N Sufficient range to
cross the Atlantic
N Low sound pollution

Small saloon table
N Narrow gangways in
the hulls
N Small guest bathroom
N

Jaguar 48

Aquila 48

JAGUAR CATAMARANS

MARINEMAX

14,47 m

14,02 m

2 x 260
NC

2 x 330
995,900 US$

13

: In the (nice) cabins, there is a
view of the anchorage, via the almost
2m-wide glazed area...

14

: The builder’s new range of motor
catamarans is called “MotorYacht”. And
this can be seen in the slightest details,
such as here, in the bathrooms.
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the port hull can be fitted out with two guest cabins
(Quatuor version) or a single cabin dedicated
to the owner (Maestro).
TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

Overall length:
13.95 m
Waterline length:
13.40 m
Beam:
6.55 m
Draft:
1.10 m
Unladen displacement:
14,200 kg
Displacement:
18,400 kg
Standard engines:
2 x 225 hp
Optional engines:
2 x 300 hp
Fresh water:
2 x 350 l
Fuel:
2 x 1,200 l
CE Certification: A10 B10 C16 D25
Architect:
Michel Joubert
Builder:
Fountaine Pajot
Launch year:
2013
Price, Quatuor version: 589,000 €exc. VAT.
Price, Maestro version: 599,000 €exc. VAT.
Grand Large Pack: 24,000 €exc. VAT.
Oceanic Pack:
40,000 €exc. VAT.

the stainless steel rail makes movement
around the boat safer, even in rough seas.
the cockpit is perfectly
protected from the sun
and the rain thanks to
the bimini.

the coachroof lip which extends
over the ‘windows’ allows the
greenhouse effect to be very
effectively limited.

the steering position on the
flybridge offers a perfect view
over the water.

as standard, the builder fits
two 225 hp engines, capable
of propelling the boat’s 14
tonnes at over 20 knots.

this large lateral portlight is
the 47 LC’s signature,
compared to its predecessor,
the 46.

the very high bridgedeck does
not slam at all in the seas. A
guarantee of comfort at sea!

the side decks are much
wider than those of a
traditional motorboat.

the small longitudinal step just
above the waterline deflects the
spray very effectively.

